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Dedicated to protecting our lands for the
people, not from the people.

MANAGING DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Amy Granat, CORVA Managing Director

How the West Was Won! Think back on all the iconic
visions of cowboys working cattle on horseback, and
wagon trains bringing people from the East to settle in
the Wild, Wild West. They came to the West because
of an innate need for exploration and discovery that
still exists very strongly today.
Off-road enthusiasts are continuing in the same vein as
the first settlers of California by embracing modern means of
travel. We may have replaced horses with motorcycles and
wagon trains with groups of 4WD vehicles, but we’re mirroring the drive that brought the first settlers to our state. We are
exploring California and embracing our need for discovery,
driven by a curiosity that is within our genetic make-up. By
traveling the West in your OHV, you are continuing a long and
proud tradition that defines us as Westerners; Americans who
celebrate the freedom of exploration that made California
what it is today.
CORVA is involved in efforts to defend your freedoms
and bring off-road access and recreation into the
mainstream in California. We are hard at work on the
following issues throughout the state, working to change
the conversation about OHV and motorized access by
acknowledging the need for exploration, by enhancing the
vision of motorized vehicles and by relating our members’
wants and needs to politicians and agencies statewide.
During this holiday season, consider giving gift memberships to friends and family who share these values; we can
never underestimate the important of freedom to travel our
beautiful west! Consider donating to CORVA to help us do
all the work described below – it is only with you generosity
we can continue making a difference throughout the state
and in your local communities.

CALIFORNIA STATE ISSUES
1. Working with BLM National Office to improve Planning
2.0 efforts in regards to rural areas and socioeconomic
analyses in California. Since rural counties support OHV
recreation and access, it makes sense for OHV organizations to support rural counties. Acknowledging the positive
economic impact OHV recreation has on the economy can
help us expand access!
2. Working with the Forest Service to help define the
future of forest planning throughout Northern & Central
California. CORVA is on the steering committee of the
Sierra Cascades Dialog working alongside conservation
organizations to expand knowledge and understanding of
OHV access.
3. CORVA is also working with the California Air
Resources Board in their assessment of the Red Sticker
program revision from determining the proper criteria for
analysis to checking on testing of motorcycles.
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CALIFORNIA DESERT DISTRICT
1. CORVA has been involved in the Special Recreation
Permit since the beginning, helping to set the rules for
groups to get permits from BLM offices.
2. CORVA represents OHV enthusiasts on the
stakeholder committee for the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan. Through our efforts, existing OHV areas
have been protected from alternative energy development.
3. From El Mirage to Jawbone Canyon, CORVA members
and directors have been active in the communities that support these OHV areas and in future planning of increased
access.
4. CORVA has had a representative in the stakeholder
group for the Western Mojave Travel Management Plan
since the beginning.  Draft documents per the court
ordered trail designation will be released soon and CORVA
is planning to hold Comments Project classes, teaching
enthusiasts how to write substantive comments.
5. CORVA directors are also involved in the San
Bernardino NF Adopt-A-Trail program and Leadership Team,
the largest adopt-a-trail program in the country.
6. CORVA has continued our involvement with Johnson
Valley OHV Area as we were one of the earliest members of
the OHV community to speak with the military and stand up
for the rights of off-roaders.

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
1. CORVA is a member of the Dinky Creek Collaborative,
Federal Landscape Restoration Project working to restore
sustainability to areas in the Sierra National Forest while
allowing OHV to continue.
2. One of the directors of CORVA has worked with the
BLM to develop a new trail system in the East Temblors
area, one of the first new planned OHV areas in the state.
3. Working with local groups, CORVA represents interests in Forest Plan Revisions for the 3 early adopter forests;
Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra National Forests.
4. It is also important to work with politicians when they
plan to change designations or propose new Wilderness
designations in Congress. We are currently working with
Congresswoman Lois Capps’ office to protect OHV access
in the midst of negotiations for new Wilderness areas.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
1. The Sierra Nevada Conservancy, a state agency under
the Department of Natural Resources has started a ‘Healthy
Forest Initiative’ to determine the future of communities and
forests in Sierra Nevada Mountain Communities. CORVA
represents all recreation interests in this initiative.
2. Working with locally based Sierra Access Coalition,
CORVA is working on suing the Plumas National Forest over
their Travel Management Plan. Our case should be filed by
the end of the year.

3. A CORVA director is involved with the advisory
committee for the Rock Creek Motorcycle Area in Eldorado
National Forest.
4. CORVA actively supports the expansion of Carnegie
SVRA by working with politicians on lobbying efforts and
bringing together constituents who also support the expansion.
5.  A number of members and directors of CORVA filed
protests and appeals of the Clear Creek Management
Area Travel Management Plan, which have still not been
addressed by the BLM.
6. CORVA works with the Rubicon Trail Foundation on
issues critical to continued travel of the Rubicon Trail, and
supported the removal of the Clean-Up and Abatement
Order from the Rubicon Trail.
7. A number of our board members and members
continue to negotiate with the Eldorado National Forest
to reopen trails closed subject to mitigation measures per
court order.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
1. Early on, CORVA recognized the danger of the lawsuit
filed against Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular Recreation Area
(SVRA), and asked the court to intercede as interveners,
giving us a seat at the table for any negotiations and
enabling us to work closely with the Attorney General’s
office in the defense of this very important area to the OHV
community. Later on, we welcomed more members of the
OHV community to our legal efforts when they asked to join
our legal efforts.
2. To support those efforts and the overall conditions
of the SVRA, directors of CORVA serve on the board of
Friends of Ocotillo Wells SVRA.
3. Two members of CORVA’s Board of Directors serve on
the Imperial Sand Dunes Advisory Committee, making sure
access and conditions to the dunes continue unimpeded.
All the efforts above, and much more, are thanks to
the hard work of our Board of Directors and members of
CORVA.  All the above efforts are thanks to memberships
and donations to CORVA. Without this support, we cannot
continue these efforts. Thanks to everyone for your support.

NOVEMBER 2014 ELECTION UPDATE
Bruce Whitcher, CORVA VP Land Resources and Public Policy
With the election behind us and the results ending in a
Republican sweep, let’s take a moment to consider how
this might affect Congress for the next two years.   First, it’s
important to understand that although this year’s mid term
elections favored Republicans, the electoral map favors
Democrats in 2016 when far more Republicans are up for
re-election.  Combine this with an appealing Democratic
presidential candidate and political landscape could again
change dramatically in just two years.
Senator Reid will lose his role as Senate Majority leader,
to be replaced by Mitch McConnell, much legislation that
has been stalled in the senate will be sent to President
Obama.  Obama will remain free to exercise executive authority for things such as designating National Monuments,
something he has vowed to continue doing.
All important committee chairmanships will change
hands.  For California, a signal development with be that
both California senators are likely to lose their committee
chairmanships.  The departure of Senator Boxer from
the chairmanship of the Environmental and Public Works
Committee will represent a major change, especially if

she is replaced by James Inhofe of Oklahoma.  Inhofe is
known to be skeptical of the evidence supporting  global
warming and climate change.  Senate Energy and Natural
Resources chair Mary Landrieu (D-Louisiana) is expected to
be replaced by Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska).
Doc Hastings, current chairman of the House Natural
Resources Committee, will be leaving Congress.  His most
likely replacement will be Rob Bishop (R-Utah).
CORVA will continue to be involved whenever and
wherever possible realizing that never ending legislative
battles are a fact of life for the OHV enthusiast.  Progress
can only be made by maintaining continuous involvement
at all levels of State and federal government, something
CORVA is committed to doing, with your support.
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WHAT’S ON YOUR BUMPER STICKER?
by Jim Woods, CORVA Southern Regional Director
You can tell a lot about the people
you share the road with as you
drive around California.
The cars, trucks and motorcycles
usually have at least one, if not more
bumper stickers.  These little bits of
information can express a political or
spiritual opinion. Sometimes you can
see how many people are in the family;
what sport they play; where they go
to school and how they feel about our
country.  Popular now is the memorial
to a fallen family member and even a
beloved pet.  Occasionally a picture or
joke might make us laugh.
With the over 10 million registered
off-road vehicles throughout California,
you would think there would be
vehicles covered with support for
CORVA and the Off-Road Lifestyle.  
At our booth during the Sand Sports
Super Show in Orange County during
September, one member expressed
this idea: We are not enjoying an offroad “sport”, but rather a lifestyle.  This
means we spend time preparing for
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and enjoying trips where we happen
to go off-road.  What we do when we
get there is varied but the common
denominator is that we “do it” off-road.  
Off-road areas are usually on
public land – land that various groups
struggle over.  Who gets control is also
usually decided by money and clout.  
The military with all their money and
clout took a vast amount of Johnson
Valley recently despite the protests of
the off-road community.  Our lifestyle
had a small although important
voice, just not enough money or
clout.  Extreme environmentalists are
trying to close more of the Sequoias
and our politicians think they know
best in designating our San Gabriel
Mountains as a National Monument.  
They all have lots of money and lots
of clout.  They will eventually succeed
in controlling more public land.  Our
off-road lifestyle will suffer unless our
organization has more money and we
show them our clout!

When you join CORVA you receive
a few stickers and a membership card.  
Your supporting membership helps
pay for the production of the monthly
newsletter and the membership
processing.  Our volunteers do most
of the physical work.  When you make
a donation to the CORVA store and
wear a CORVA hat or t-shirt you help
support the work that CORVA does
every day to help keep public land
access available for your lifestyle
off-road.  Every dollar helps!
So what’s on your bumper sticker?  
Put a CORVA sticker on all your family
vehicles.  Send a donation to help
CORVA.  Ask all your off-road friends
to show their support by joining
CORVA too.  With more money and
members, we will have more clout.  
And that means keeping more land
available to enjoy our off-road lifestyle.
(Send pictures of your CORVA
sticker on your vehicles to: admin@
corva.org and we will put them on the
web gallery.)

BETTER UNDERSTAND THE DESERT RENEWAL
ENERGY CONSERVATION PLAN
Randy Banis, CORVA’s Representative to the DRECP Stakeholder Committee
The Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan, or DRECP, seeks
to streamline the permitting of utility
scale renewable energy projects in
the California desert that are sited on
lands that are most appropriate and
least impactful to biological, cultural and
recreational resources.  It also proposes
desert-wide, landscape level conservation measures to offset the potential
impacts to these important resources
that might result from renewable energy
development in the desert.
The DRECP, which began with an
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between Governor Schwarzenegger
and President Bush, covers more than
22.5 million acres of public and private
land in the California desert.  The plan
hopes to improve on the past and
current siting of renewable projects,
and the effectiveness of expensive and
required mitigation measures.
Where do they proposed to site
renewable energy projects?  In the
Preferred Alternative, most would
be sited on private lands that are
previously disturbed and near existing
transmission corridors.  Currently,
over 6 million acres are available for
renewable energy siting.  The DRECP’s
Preferred Alternative would designate
2 million acres as Development Focus
Areas, or DFA’s, with an actual total
footprint of 177,000 acres – nearly 80%
of which would be on private lands.

So, what about recreation?
Will our OHV Open Areas be
invaded by solar, wind and geothermal
projects?  What will become of our
more than 10,000 miles of designated
OHV roads and trails that lie within the
DRECP coverage area?
On my initial review, I find good
news in that renewable energy
development will be excluded from our
OHV Open Areas.  However, there is an
exception for geothermal development
that does not involve surface occupancy, for example, within the Ocotillo
Wells OHV Area.  I also found that
3,400 acres of the Spangler OHV Open
Area will be converted from OHV Open

Use to Limited Use with designated
trails, contrary to tables in the Executive
Summary and elsewhere.
Could there be yet other impacts
from the DRECP on our OHV Open
Areas?
I also find good news in that the
designation of conservation lands will
not close any designated OHV roads
or trails – except for one road across
a small dry lake bed near the Nevada
border east of Death Valley.
Could there be yet more closed
roads hidden in the DRECP’s conservation measures?
I also find good news in a first time
ever mitigation requirement for impacts
to recreation resulting from renewable
energy development.  This is an
outstanding win for both the motorized
and nonmotorized recreation communities.
However, are the actual DRECP mitigation provisions written strong enough
to meet the promise of full mitigation of
lost recreation opportunity?
And how will the availability of
Special Recreation Permits be affected
by the DRECP’s wall-to-wall conservation strategy of designated NLCS
lands,  ACEC’s, SRMA’s and ERMA’s (see
below)?

Getting the Answers
Despite these all being key questions that need to be answered, the
remainder of this article is devoted to
answering this question:  
How does one start in participating
in the public review of an 8,000 page
environmental document? Here is my
recommendation.
First, you don’t actually read the
whole Draft EIS/EIR document.  It is
more like an encyclopedia that you
thumb through to pull information that is
relevant to your area of interest, which
in our case, is Recreation, and Trails
and Travel Management.  One could
follow this same strategy to review the
plan for its affects on mining, or grazing,
or a host of other existing uses of the
desert.

Second, you may want to focus on
the BLM portion of the DRECP, which
is called the LUPA, or Land Use Plan
Amendment.  This is where the vast
majority of publicly available recreation
lands are located within the plan.  Yet,
we can’t entirely ignore motorized
recreation on private property, as there
are indeed some possible effects which
are discussed below.
Thirdly, below are specific things
to look at with regard to motorized
recreation, and where you can find
them in the DRECP Draft EIR/EIS.

1. Development Focus Areas
(DFA’s)
These are areas within which
renewable energy projects will be
encouraged to locate in exchange for
streamlined permitting.  To best analyze
the impacts of renewable development
on recreation, you should review the
DFA’s for potential impacts to specific
designated routes by looking in detail
at at the DFA’s on the maps.  Keep in
mind that impacts on recreation from
renewable development in DFA’s would
require full mitigation under the DRECP.

2. Conservation Focus Area
(CFA’s)
CFA’s are private lands that are
prioritized for acquisition by the state
from willing sellers using DRECP
mitigation fees.  Again, using the maps,
you should review these areas for
impacts to specific designated routes.  
Often important designated trails
cross private lands.  If these lands are
acquired by the state for the purpose of
conservation, we need to ensure that
the designated route remains open.

3. Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACEC’s)
ACEC’s are special management
units with an emphasis on protecting a
particular biological or cultural resource.  
They are common on BLM lands, with
there being about 90 ACEC’s already in
existence in the DRECP coverage area.

Continues on page 11 »  
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CORVA MERCHANDISE
CORVA accepts donations for all merchandise listed
below.
Although your donation is not tax deductible, they are one
way CORVA raises funds to continue to fight for Off-Road
recreation access.  When you promote CORVA by wearing a
shirt or hat, displaying stickers, etc. you are helping spread
the word to your fellow off-roaders. Show them you support
CORVA – Order Today!
Just fill in the items you want, mail the form with your
check and we will get your order processed quickly.  Once
we have received your order, we will send you a confirmation
email so you will know when your items have shipped. All
orders, other than stickers, are sent via US Priority Mail.

	
  

	
  

	
  

T-Shirts are available in sizes Small, Medium, Large, XL,
XXL and XXL. Please indicate desired size in the space
provided.

CORVA Merchandise Order:

Ordered by:

☐ CORVA T-Shirt (Shirt size: ________)

$20.00

Name

☐ CORVA Cozzies (set of two)

$10.00

Email (for order confirmation)

☐ CORVA Trucker Hat

$20.00

☐ CORVA Stickers - Small

$2.00

☐ CORVA Stickers - Large

$10.00

☐ T-Shirt and Hat Combo (Shirt size: ________)

$26.00

☐ Gift Pack Combo #1

$40.00

City/State

(Incl. 1 trucker hat, 2 coffee cups, 2 cozzies and
1 sm sticker)

☐ Gift Membership
(Incl. 2 stickers and monthly newsletter. We’ll
send an acknowledgement along with your
gift.)

Zip

☐ This is a gift for:
Name

☐ Gift Pack Combo #2 (Shirt size: ________)
$40.00
(Incl. 1 t-shirt, 1 trucker hat, 1 coffee cup and 1 sm
sticker)

Check Enclosed for
(Make checks payable to CORVA)

Address

$30.00

$____________

Address
City/State
Zip

Mail payment and order form to:
ATTN: CORVA STORE
1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352   
Sacramento, CA 95833-1945

Questions? Send your email request to: CORVA.store@corva.org (you can scan and upload your order via
email too). And if you have a special request or rush order, just let us know.

LAND USE UPDATE

Bruce Whitcher, CORVA VP for Land Resources and Public Policy
Southern California National Forests Land
Management Plan Amendment
Forest Service Announces Final Record of Decision
The Forest Service has announced the release of the
Final Records of Decision (Final RODs) for the Southern
California National Forests Land Management Plan (LMP)
Amendment.  The Final RODs identify Alternative 2a as
the selected land use zone alternative and Alternative B
as the selected monitoring alternative for each forest.  The
Forest Plan Amendments, by themselves, will not affect the
designation of roads and trails, but for the Los Padres approximately 300,000 acres will be rezoned to “Back County
Non Motorized” which would limit any future expansion
of the road and trail system.  Alternative 2a changes the
zoning within select Inventoried Roadless Areas, increasing
the area of Recommended Wilderness and Back Country
Non-Motorized land use zones across the four forests.  The
four Final RODs, the Final Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement (SEIS), and the associated supporting
documents are all available on the project website at: www.
fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.php?project=35130
Issuing the Final RODs concludes the planning process
that began on April 27, 2012 with the publication of a notice
of intent to prepare a SEIS in the Federal Register.  The
Draft SEIS was released for a 90-day public comment
period beginning on February 15, 2013, and the Final SEIS
was issued on November 15, 2013.  Draft RODs were issued
on January 15, 2014, starting the 60-day pre-decisional
objection process.  The Regional Forester received 12
timely filed objections, one of which was filed by CORVA,
and Deputy Regional Forester Ronald G. Ketter, acting as
reviewing officer, issued his response to the objections on
October 3, 2014.  Our responses to the reviewing officer’s
instructions are documented in the Final RODs.  The objection documents are also available on the project website.
No changes were made based on CORVA’s objection to the
increase in non-motorized zoning and lack of an adequate
range of alternatives.
For more information, please contact Cleveland
National Forest Planner Jeff Heys at 858-674-2959, or visit
the project website at www.fs.fed.us/nepa/fs-usda-pop.
php?project=35130.

Obama Declares National Monument for San
Gabriels
Officials voice concerns over effect of declaring San
Gabriels a National Monument
National Monument will be even more restrictive than
National Recreation Area originally proposed
“The Secretary shall prepare a transportation plan that
specifies and implements such actions necessary to protect
the objects identified in this proclamation, including road
closures and travel restrictions. For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, except for emergency or
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authorized administrative purposes, the Secretary shall
limit all motor vehicle use to designated roads, trails, and,
in the Secretary’s discretion, those authorized off-highway
vehicular use areas existing as of the date of this proclamation.”
President Obama designated the San Gabriel Mountains
outside of Los Angeles as a national monument Friday,
October 10, setting aside 346,177 acres of national forest as
a recreational area.
Using his authority under a 108-year-old law, Obama’s
executive action will permanently protect the forest from
development and set it aside as an outdoor recreation
destination.
Against a picture-perfect mountain scene, Obama
extolled the forest for its “rugged slopes and remote
canyons,” wild lilacs and mountain mahogany trees.
The move is not without controversy.  Some park
neighbors worry about what the move would mean for fire
suppression efforts and restrictions on hunting and off-road
vehicles.
“This place is special and must remain special,” said
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, who oversees the U.S.
Forest Service.  But cities in the region applaud the designation, saying the mountains are an important source of the
region’s fresh water, clean air and open space. “Designating
the area as a National Monument will ensure its resources
are managed properly and protected for future generations
to enjoy,” Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti said in a statement.
The San Gabriel Mountains National Monument is the
177th such designation since President Theodore Roosevelt
signed the Antiquities Act in 1906.  Obama has established
or expanded 13 of them, all but one of them without
congressional approval.
“And I’m not finished,” Obama said, hinting that he was
actively considering additional national monuments.

Forest Service announces the launch of over-snow
vehicle use designation analysis on five forests
Vallejo, Calif. — The Pacific Southwest Region (Region
5) of the U.S. Forest Service will soon begin environmental
analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
based on Subpart C of the Travel Management Rule.  Five
national forests in California are undertaking Subpart C
analysis to improve their management of over-snow vehicle
use and to designate a system of over-snow vehicle trails,
including groomed trails, to meet the terms of a settlement
agreement between the Forest Service and Snowlands
Network, Winter Wildlands Alliance, and Center for
Biological Diversity.
The Forest Service will soon begin the process of
preparing a separate environmental impact statement for
each of the five forests: Lassen, Tahoe, Eldorado, Stanislaus,
and Plumas National Forests.  The environmental impact
statements will be prepared as part of a staggered completion schedule (separated by several months for each of the
five forests), starting with the Lassen National Forest.  The
Regional Forester’s office is coordinating this effort.  The
Forest Supervisor on each of the five forests will be the
responsible official and will sign the final decision for each
forest.
Public participation is essential for the project’s success
and in helping identify issues and concerns to consider in
the analysis.  Before the Forest Service begins the environmental analysis, we encourage members of the public
to attend upcoming open houses to learn more about this
project, offer input for the upcoming National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process, and share information.  Four of
the five forests are hosting open houses in November. The
Tahoe National Forest will host meetings after the NEPA
process begins, sometime after December 2014.

Inyo, Sierra, and Sequoia National Forests Land
Management Plan Revision
The Forest Service Extends Comment Period
Long anticipated, the Forest Service has announced the
beginning of the process to revise Forest Plans for three
important California National Forests.  This was prompted

by changes in the adoption of a new Planning Rule in 2012.  
Forest Plans are supposed to be updated every 10 years.
Although a Forest Plan revision, by itself, doesn’t close
roads, trails and areas to motorized travel, forest plans are
major documents that describe goals of forest management.  The 2012 Planning Rule  places new emphasis
on restoration, conservation and preservation of natural
resources.  Past plans emphasized resource extraction
such as logging, mining, and grazing and recreational
use of National Forests as well as conservation for future
generations.  Early drafts of the 2012 Forest Planning Rule
gave little weight to recreation.  This drew considerable
public reaction.  As a result “sustainable recreation” is now
included as a planning consideration.
Public involvement is required as part of the forest planning process.  Please take time to attend a public meeting
and learn how these changes will affect your ability to visit
your local Forest.
Your comments on the proposed action will help us
refine the proposed action, identify preliminary issues, and
develop alternatives to the proposed action.
Estimated Plan Revision Timeline:
•  Dec 2013 – Notice to Initiate plan revision published in
the Federal Register.
•  Aug 2014 – Notice of Intent published in the Federal
Register and 30-day scoping process starts.
•  Sep 2014 – Tribal Forums and Public Workshops.
•  Nov 2014 – Tribal Forums and Public Workshops.
•  Apr 2015 – Notice of Availability of a draft EIS published
in the Federal Register and 90-day public comment
period starts.
•  May 2015 – Tribal Forums and Public Workshops.
•  Mar 2016 – Notice of Availability of a final EIS published
in the Federal Register and 60-day objection filing
period starts.
•  Sep 2016 – Final decisions signed by Forest
Supervisors.
Continues on page 14 »  
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SAN GABRIEL MOUNTAINS NATIONAL
MONUMENT DESIGNATION

Co-Authored by Judy Nelson, Mayor of Glendora, CA & Linda Wucherpfennig,
CORVA
In June of this year, Representative Judy Chu introduced a bill
to Congress, HR 4858, the San
Gabriel National Recreation Area
Act. This legislation would have
placed a National Park overlay
upon approximately 621,860
acres of the San Gabriel Valley,
the Angeles and San Bernardino
National Forests.
When HR4858 was introduced
in Congress, it was referred to the
Congressional Natural Resources
Committee and it is clear that it currently does not have enough support
to move on.  On August 16th, just two
months after submitting her bill to
Congress, Rep. Chu announced that
she had urged President Obama to
use his presidential power to create
a San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument in order to bypass the
congressional stalemate.  However,
a national monument designation
created by executive order lacks
written management guidelines and is
not interchangeable with a bill that is
vetted by Congress.
On Friday, October 10th, President
Obama signed a proclamation
designating 347,000 acres of the
San Gabriel Mountains as a National
Monument.  This is the 13th time our
President has used his executive
power to designate a national monument.
While it has been publicized that
this monument was many years in
the making that could not be further
from truth.  It was implemented less
than 7 weeks after it was announced.  
Some are confusing it with Rep. Chu’s
National Recreation Area Act which did
in fact undergo many years of study
and input.  The National Monument
designation is different from the
National Recreation Area bill and must
not be considered the same.  It does
not have any written legislation to
guarantee water rights, land management or recreation access.
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Although we have received verbal
assurances from Rep. Chu that nothing
will change with the management of
the San Gabriels, the terms will not be
placed into writing until the Secretary
of Agriculture creates the plans,
and even then the directives can be
changed by future presidents as they
see fit.
The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) states that “within
three years after the designation, a
management plan will be developed
with public input.  The management
plan will be developed and implemented in an open and transparent
process.  The Secretary of Agriculture
has directed the Forest Service to
provide for maximum public involvement in the development of the plan.”
Council members from San Gabriel
Valley cities, members from organizations such as the California Trail Users
Coalition, Public Lands for Public
People, Mt. Baldy Lodge, the Glendora
Community Conservancy, the San
Gabriel Valley Regional Conservancy
(SGVRC), the Gold Prospector’s
Association, the California Off-Road
Vehicle Association (CORVA) and
citizens from throughout the region
have become united by concern over
this bypass of Congress, lack of a
public voice in the process and no
knowledge of what this designation
means for the future of our mountains.  
We have joined forces under the
name Mountains Conservation
Alliance and will continue to monitor
the process as the involved agencies
move forward.  Our first step was
to contact representatives from the
National Forest Service (NFS) and
National Forest Foundation (NFF) and
set up meetings to ensure that our
voice is heard and that we are able
to provide direct feedback regarding
the Management Plan.  These are
the two agencies that will lead the
creation of the San Gabriel Mountains
National Monument Management Plan.  
Any change in management criteria
requires the Agency to undergo a

National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) process that includes numerous
opportunities for public comment.  The
NEPA process is an area that CORVA
has vast amount of experience in and
we will be able to provide training on
how to create knowledgeable input
thru our Comments Project.
As we move forward CORVA will be
sure to represent our membership and
keep you informed of our progress.  
We will continue to provide you
updated information via our website,
ORIA articles, and advise you of any
urgent issues via our email alerts.  
Please contact Linda
Wucherpfennig, linda.wucherpfennig@
corva.org with any questions.

« DRECP continued from page 5
Many ACEC’s currently overlap well
used recreation areas, demonstrating
that ACEC’s and recreation do coexist
in most cases.
The DRECP proposes to expand
many of these ACEC’s, and to
designated 58 new ACEC’s all across
the desert.  Much of these ACEC lands
would be overlapped by two new
designations, SRMA’s and ERMA’s (see
below).  More than 10,000 miles of our
Limited Use designated OHV network
exist within these proposed ACEC’s,
SRMA’s and ERMA’s.  The plan’s authors
purport not to close any designated
OHV routes, but I found one within an
ACEC.  Can you find more?
It is easy to look at the impacts on
motorized recreation posed by the
proposed Conservation Management
Actions (CMA’s) for each of the
proposed ACEC, SRMA and ERMA.  
Simply download Appendix L – BLM
Worksheets, and look at the worksheet
for each ACEC, SRMA or ERMA in the
plan.
For these ACEC’s, each worksheet
begins with a page or two of general
information about the area’s resources,
a table of area acreage for each
alternative, then a matrix describing
the CMA’s for each of the potentially
affected resources.  For each ACEC,
you’ll find a CMA for Air, Soil and Water,
Cultural Resources, Plants, Wildlife,
and so on.  You want to first focus on
the CMA’s for these two categories:  
Recreation, and Trails and Travel
Management.  Then, quickly glance at
the CMA’s for the other categories just
in case, as I have found some proposed
recreation related management
prescriptions within the categories
of Air, Soils and Water, and Cultural
Resources.  Furthermore, each ACEC’s

is important to look at with respect
to the future availability of Special
Recreation Permits which may become
even more difficult and expensive to
obtain.

4. Special and Extensive
Recreation Management Areas
(SRMA and ERMA)
Currently, the BLM desert lands
that hold our thousands of miles of
designated roads and trails, are not
protected for recreation.  The DRECP
Preferred Alternative proposes to
recognize over 2.5 million acres of BLM
managed desert as Special Recreation
Management Areas, and more than
875,000 acres as Extensive Recreation
Management Areas.
These 41 new polygons on BLM
lands would be managed with an emphasis on protecting recreation values
and opportunities, and all impacts from
renewable energy development would
need to be mitigated by the developer.  
Nonetheless, it is important for us to
review the Management Actions and
Allowable Uses specified in the BLM’s
SRMA & ERMA Worksheets in Appendix
L for any potentially negative impacts
to recreation.   Also, look at these
polygon boundaries with the aim of
suggesting additional acres that might
be also designated under a SRMA
or ERMA, as these designations will
provide DRECP’s best protection for our
designated route network in the desert.

5. National Conservation Lands
System (NCLS)
Some 4 million acres of BLM lands
may receive a sometimes overlapping
conservation designation through
their inclusion within the National
Conservation Lands System.  This
designation proposes its own set

of Conservation Managed Actions
(CMA’s) that are more difficult to assess
with regards to potential impacts to
motorized recreation.  Unfortunately,
the impacts of NLCS designations
on recreation are rather vague and
fuzzy.  A general overview of NLCS
lands for each alternative is contained
within Volume II, and the impacts of
NLCS designations on recreation are
described in general in Volume IV,
Chapter 18.

Resources
You can easily download the
DRECP Draft EIR/EIS by chapter from
the DRECP website: www.drecp.org/
draftdrecp/
The DRECP Gateway on the Data
Basin mapping website provides
DRECP maps online in an interface that
allows you to zoom in and out, change
the basemap, rearrange the order of
the various layers and turn them on and
off, add data layers from other DRECP
maps, affix comments, and save to a
PDF file.  This versatile mapping tool is
available at: drecp.databasin.org
We will probably find that none of
the action alternatives by themselves
will provide the protections to motorized recreation that we seek.  However,
we can work together to suggest a
combination of alternatives and other
changes to make the DRECP a better
plan with regard to protecting our OHV
opportunities.
Unless the public comment deadline
is extended, we have only until January
9, 2015, to submit comments.  So, start
early, and let us know what you are
finding along the way.
[Editor’s Note: The comment period,
originally scheduled to close on
January 9, 2015, has been extended
through February 23, 2015.]
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WELCOME MEMBERS!
Welcome Returning
Members
G Sequoia & Holly Armstrong
John Arnold
Ryan Babroff
Tim & Diane Baer
Jerry & Trudy Bales
Ken & Jody Balliger
Ed Barbarino
Keith & Gail  Barnard
John Beaty
Paul & Julie Ann Beckman
Roger & Diane Belew
Peter & Kathleen Bernasconi
Don & Bethel Billesbach
Dan & Jeri Bliss
Jerome Blunck
Mike Bourdon
John & Judy Breylinger
Andrew Buck
Jeremy Carpenter
John & Wendy Cary
Bill Cavan
Ken & Debbie Caverhill
Jeff & Denise Corey
Jed Cunningham
Joe & Ardee Daraskevius
Steve Dickinson
Dennis & Caren Dunn
Dirk & Pearl Edmundson
Tom & Tina Edwards
Bob & Cindy  Emery
Sonny Erickson
Scott & Kathy Evans
Ric Freymond
Jeff & Ruth Godde
Ron & Susan Guptill
Robert Hackler
Gary & Katie Hailey
Jay Haldeman
Joe & Renee Hock
Herb Hopkins
Larry & Elizabeth Hopp
Michael Hunt

Richard & Vickie Hunt
Jason & Sylvia Ianucci
William B Jameson
Tom & Judy Jenkins
Bob Boltner Judy Hively
Donald & Corrine Kemp
Scott & Jamie Keys
Alex Knudsen
Matthew Kok
Justin & Shannon Kulikov
DuWayne & Tina Larson
Tony Licata
Charlie Lowe
Bill Madewell
Robert Magana
Gary & Carol Martin
Art Matlakiewiz
Dave  McCarthy
Robb & Shirley Miller
Bill & Arlene Modic
Mike & Leslie Monzon
Randal Moss
Russ Mukai
Grayson & Shirley Ann Myers
Jim & Jaine Nejedly
Broughton O’Keefe
Chad & Joanna Oellien
Shawn Packer
Bill Svensson Patrice Mudd
Tony & Debbie Pellegrino
Gerald & Sue Pellizzer
Joe & Orit Picker
Jim & Linda Pilon
Jeff & Carol Sanders
Robert & Barbara Sandgren
Steve & Judi Santa
Rus & Millie  Shaaban
Jim & Sue Sloan
Damien Smith
Will Smyth
Dante & Gayle Sorrenti
Ole & Sherry Stortroen
Mike & Lori Sullivan
George & Aurora Sundt

Norm & Pat Taylor
Kris & Tina Tholke
Joyce Thompson
Steve & Christina Thorns
David & Heather Tonkiss
Paul & Shannon Treichel
Michael & Crystal Tsukerman
Grantley Vaughn
Jimmy Weaver
Bruce & Alexandra Whitcher
Mike & Laura Whittington
Rich & Corkey Wohlers
Robert & Kristen Yaryan

Welcome New
Members
Dave Anderson
G Sequoia Armstrong
James Bodine
Rob Bukacek
Bill Connor
John Corneau
Jared Crane
Curtis Cressall
Tanya Daueterman
Jeremy Dunn
Steven Egar
Daniel & Jennifer Figueiredo
Edward & Ashley Galvan
Jeff Cepiezik Gema Ptasroski
Michael  Glaubach
Michael & Cindy Groth
Joe  Guerrero
Morgan Gutgsell
Michael Healy
Kyle  Hildinger
Jim & Cathy Hildinger
Kevin Hockstedler
Robert Hughes
Lyndol & Mary James
Alvaro Jimenez Jr
Robert Kentworthy
Don  Kopriva
Javier Landaros

Tony Lucero
Keith & Teresa Lyon
Tony McCant
Tony  McCants
Terran McClenthan
Todd & Sheri McCoy
James McNee
Scott Morse
Jeff  Mower
Levi Bisso Nikki Freitas
Richard & Debbie Paca
Loren Palmer
David Peterson
Eric Post
Ryan & Stephanie Rickabaugh
Joe & Marilyn Saitta
Rob Schwabel
Ethan Shear
Dennis Mousakis Shelly
Lucero
David & Anna Stirling
Kevin Strong
Bill Tate
Ray & Doreen Tate
Thomas & Terri Turner
Craig White
Anthony Wilkie
Arto & Mary Ylikangas
Dean & Tamra York

Welcome New Life
Members
Jerry & Kathryn Burgess
Tom & Jenna Butler
Chad McClelland
Rick Miles
Brian Nilles
Ron Weddle

Welcome Renewing
Affiliate Members
Motomart at Carnegie Black
Diamond Affiliate Member

THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS
General Fund
William Connor
Joshua Romero
Devin Stedman
Tim & Diane Baer
John Beaty
Dan & Jeri  Bliss
James Bodine
Alan Boyer
Donald & Corrine Kemp
Chris Kolbenschlag
Gene Riggs
John & Barbara Sandgren
Jay  Haldeman
Corky Lazzarino
Robert Magana
Creg Plantenga
Dante & Gayle Sorrenti
Kevin M Strong
Michael Healy
Jerrod Henderson

$5.00
$10.00
$10.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$30.00
$40.00
$40.00

Bill & Arlene Modic
Ron Weddle
Wesco Performance
Bruce & Alexandra Whitcher
Geoff Beasley
Dennis & Caren Dunn
William B Jameson
Neal & Christina Tate
Donald Young
Jerry & Trudy Bales
Tim Nowak
Peter & Kathleen Bernasconi
Kathryn L Burgess
Paul Enstrom
Raymond Tony Maggi

$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$40.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$70.00
$75.00
$100.00
$100.00
$100.00
$200.00

James Dent  
Diana & Rick  Mead  
Brian & Coralene Fisher  
Desiree Bates  
Frazier Park 4X4 Club  
Waywegos 4 Wheel
Drive Club  

$50.00
$100.00
$100.00
$400.00
$600.00
$1,000.00
  

Legal Fund
Wayne & Lisaann  Horning  

$25.00

Oceana Dunes
Kyle Hildinger  
Gerald & Sue Pellizzer  

$30.00
$100.00

To Promote 4WD Opportunities

IE4W Challenge
Barbara Bongiorno  
Rick & Judy Fisher  
James Grant  
On The Rocks  4 Wheelers  

$50.00
$20.00
$25.00
$30.00

Getting’ Off 4WD Club  

$200.00

Canopy Pop-Up Tent Fund
Wandering  Wheelers  

$300.00

DONATION FORM
CORVA needs your help!

Here are the main projects that CORVA is involved with
at this time.  Please cut out this form and mail with your
donation to:
CORVA
1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352   
Sacramento, CA 95833-1945

Name

I AM DONATING TO:
Legal Fund                              

$

Sierra Pro Access Group                              

$

Lawsuit against Forest Service                 

$

Reopening of Clear Creek Area                 

$

Funding the CA Desert Legal Bills

$

Ocotillo Wells Lawsuit                           
Address
City/State
Zip

  

$

Funding work at:

$

Other Area:  

$

General Fund  (non specific)

$

TOTAL   

$

Please make checks payable to CORVA (Donations are not deductible as charitable contributions)

Have questions for CORVA? Contact the board at corvabod@corva.org or
CORVA Managing Director, Amy Granat at amy.granat@corva.org or 916-710-1950.
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« Land Use Update continued from page 9

West Mojave Plan Update
The West Mojave Plan is a federal land use plan amendment adopted in 2006, that (1) presents a comprehensive
strategy to conserve and protect the desert tortoise, the
Mohave ground squirrel and over 100 other sensitive plants
and animals and the natural communities of which they are
a part, and (2) provides a streamlined program for complying with the requirements of the California and federal
Endangered Species Acts (CESA and FESA, respectively).
The planning area covers 9.3 million acres in the western
portion of the Mojave Desert in southern California covering parts of San Bernardino, Los Angeles, Kern, and Inyo
Counties. The plan applies to the 3.2 million acres of public
lands.
In September of 2009, the Court issued a summary judgment remanding the route designations made in the West
Mojave Plan, but keeping other parts of the plan, primarily
related to the conservation of species, in place.  A remedy

order based on this judgment was issued in January,
2011, and identified the West Mojave route network, with
few changes, would be in place until the remedy order is
satisfied.  
To satisfy the remedy order, new route designations
must be completed, consistent with the court’s order, by
March 31, 2014.  This is the basis for the supplemental West
Mojave EIS and specific travel management plans now
under development.
The supplemental draft EIS will be released in February
2015, with the final EIS in September 2015, at least that is
what is being planned. This plan, in conjunction with the
DRECP, will determine the future of OHV use in the desert.

Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan See “Better Understand the Desert Renewal Energy
Conservation Plan” by Randy Banis on page 5 in this issue.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION & RENEWAL
Join CORVA today! Check your mailing label for membership expiration date - Renew Today!

☐ FREE 90 DAY MEMBERSHIP

NAME  

☐ RENEWING MEMBERS   

$30

☐ NEW MEMBER       

$30

☐ BUSINESS AFFILIATE     

$365

☐ LIFE MEMBER      

$300

☐ EXTRA LAND USE FUND           $

SPOUSE’S NAME   
ADDRES   
CITY  
STATE  
ZIP  

Make checks payable to CORVA
Please use our secure website [at https://corva.org} for all
credit card and Pay Pal transactions.
Mail to:
CORVA TREASURER
1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352   
Sacramento, CA 95833-1945
Please allow 4-6 weeks for processing.
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PHONE  
EMAIL  
WHAT DO YOU RIDE?  
WHERE?  
CLUB OR BUSINESS   

BUSINESS AFFILIATES

Please support those that support you
ALL J PRODUCTS
41610 BROWNIE LANE, BIG
BEAR LAKE, CA 92315
909-866-4800
www.boulderbars.com
AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS
ASSOCIATION
www.amlands.org
AZUSA CANYON OFF
ROAD ASSOCIATION
www.acorausa.com
DIRTRADIOS.COM
DISTRICT 37 AMA DUAL
SPORT
3550 FOOTHILL BLVD, LA
CRESCENTA, CA 91214-1828
626-350-2101
www.district37ama.org/
dualsport
FAULTLINE POWERSPORTS
INC
351 SAN FELIPE ROAD,
HOLLISTER, CA 95023
831-637-8550
www.faultlinemc.com
GENRIGHT OFF-ROAD
PRODUCTS
4535 RUNWAY, SIMI
VALLEY, CA  93063-3494
805-584-8635
www.genright.com

J’S MAINTENANCE
SERVICES
3550 FOOTHILL BLVD, LA
CRESCENTA, CA 91214-1828
818-249-4023
www.jsmaintenance.com

MOTOMART AT CARNEGIE
18600 W CORRAL HOLLOW
RD, TRACY, CA 95377
925-455-1318
www.motomartatcarnegie.
com

LONE WOLF COLONY
23200 BEAR VALLEY RD,
APPLE VALLEY, CA 92308
760-247-7878
www.lonewolfcolony.org

PCI RACE RADIOS, INC.
2888 GUNDRY AVE, SIGNAL
HILL, CA 90755
800-869-5636
www.pciraceradios.com

MALCOLM SMITH
MOTORSPORTS
7599 INDIANA AVE,
RIVERSIDE, CA 92504-4145
909-687-1300
www.malcolmsmith.com

POISON SPYDER
CUSTOMS INC
1177 W. LINCOLN ST. STE
100A, BANNING, CA 922204524
951-849-5911
www.shop.poisonspyder.
com

MC KENZIES
PERFORMANCE
PRODUCTS
807 E ORANGETHORPE
AVE STE A, ANAHEIM, CA
92801
888-426-7491
www.mckenzies.com
MOTOCROSS GIANT
7801 CANOGA AVE,
CANOGA PARK, CA 91304
818-703-1439
www.motocrossgiant.com

REDLANDS CHRYSLER
DODGE JEEP RAM
500 W. REDLANDS BLVD,
REDLANDS, CA 92373-4638
909-793-2141
www.redlandsautoplaza.com
RUGGED ROUTES &
RUGGED ROCKS
ruggedroutes.com
ruggedrocksoffroad.com
SIERRA ACCESS
COALITION
wwwsierraaccess.com

SIMI RV & OFF ROAD
1568 E LOS ANGELES AVE,
SIMI VALLEY, CA 93065
805-522-1221
www.simi-rv.com
SIMI VALLEY HONDA
SEADOO CANAM
4346 E LOS ANGELES AVE,
SIMI VALLEY, CA 93063
805-526-4122
www.simivalleyhondaseadoo.com
S-POD SERVICES
661-755-6549
www.4x4spod.com
STORM CONSTRUCTION,
INC
31735 RIVERSIDE DR., C347,
LAKE ELSINORE, CA 92530
951-245-8693
SUPERWINCH LLC359
LAKE RD, DAYVILLE, CT
06241
www.superwinch.com
VENTURA COUNTY OFF
ROAD SHOW
P.O. Box 1055
Port Hueneme, CA 93041
805-585-5392
805-512-7332
VenturaCountyOffroadShow.
com
WeRMoPar.com

ADVERTISE WITH US

OFF-ROADERS IN ACTION
Volume 27 Issue 2

We need your help to make a difference.
Ad Size		
Full Page  
(7 1/2” x 9 1/2”)
1/2 Page  
(7 1/2” x 4 3/4”)
1/3 Page  
(7 1/2” x 3 1/4”)  
1/4 Page  
(3 3/4” x 4 3/4”)
Business Card
(3 5/8” x 2”)

3mo
$480
$270
$195
$165
$90

6mo
$870
$480
$375
$300
$162

12mo
$1,560
$860
$625
$540
$264

For more information please contact one of our Board
Members, or send an email to:  advertising@corva.org.

Editor
Clayton Miller
clayton.miller@corva.org
Newsletter Design
Chris Kennedy
ck@ckladesign.com
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Mail Distribution Address
1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352
Sacramento, CA 95833-1945
Address Service Requested

CALENDAR
On-Going Meetings
Friends of El Mirage
www.elmirage.org
2nd Wednesday
Friends of Jawbone
www.jawbone.org
3rd Wednesday
CORVA Board Conference Call
4th Monday

PRSRT STD
US Postage
PAID
Glendale, CA
Permit No. 1353

WHAT IS CORVA?
The California Off-Road Vehicle Association (CORVA) is a varied group of outdoor
recreationalists who are extremely active
in promoting the positive aspects of
vehicular access on public lands and
protecting that right.
The group is composed of the owners
of “Green Sticker” vehicles such as ATV’s,
motorcycles, 3-wheelers, trail bikes, and
dune buggies, as well as“street legal” 4x4
vehicles, dual sport motorcycles, baja and
desert racers,and snowmobiles.
We work with land managers for
responsible off-highway vehicular access
and recreation opportunities. Secondarily,
we educate our member-ship on the
constantly changing rules and regulations
and promote conservation, clean-up and
trail maintenance projects.
We participate in lobbying activities in
both Sacramento and Washington DC. We
work closely with the State Department of
Parks and Recreation providing input to

the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation
(OHMVR) program from the users’
standpoint.
We provide a valuable resource to land
managers in the form of dedicated OHV
and OSV enthusiasts who believe in using
our public lands responsibly.
We are active at all levels of the land
management public process with both the
BLM and USFS as well as at the county
and local levels.  We do this by commenting on many environmental documents on
issues that affect us.  
We coordinate with other multiple use
organizations such as snowmobiles to
horse enthusiasts to protect multiple use
rights that we both share.  Only together
can we fight the extremists.
We are dedicated to protecting our
lands for the people, not from the people.
For more information, contact Amy
Granat, Managing Director:
amy.granat@corva.org or 916-710-1950

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President — Harry Baker
bakerhab@aol.com / 818-705-3930
VP Administration — Clayton Miller
clayton.miller@corva.org
VP Land Resources & Public Policy —
Bruce Whitcher
bruce.whitcher@corva.org
VP Education — Kim Carpenter
kim.carpenter@corva.org
VP Sales & Marketing — Don Alexander
don.alexander@corva.org
Treasurer — Mike Moore
mike.moore@corva.org

Secretary — Currently Vacant
N. Regional Director — Ken Clarke
ken.clarke@corva.org
Asst. N. Director, Legislation — Diana
Mead
diana.mead@corva.org
Asst. N. Director, Grants — Bruce Brazil
bruce.brazil@corva.org
Asst. N. Director, Clubs — Lori Lewis
lori.lewis@corva.org
N. Regional Secretary — Amy Granat
amy.granat@corva.org / 916-710-1950

S. Regional Director — Jim Woods
jim.woods@corva.org
Asst. S. Director, Legislation — Bob Ham
bob.ham@corva.org
Asst. S. Director, Grants — Ed Stovin
ed.stovin@corva.org
Asst. S. Director, Clubs — Linda
Wucherpfennig
linda.wucherpfennig@corva.org
S. Regional Secretary — Vinnie Barbarino
vinnie.barbarino@corva.org

