
 

Congressman Paul Cook (CD8 – California) was instrumen-

tal in preserving recreational access to about half of lands

known as the Johnson Valley Off-Highway Vehicle Area,

managed by the Bureau of Land Management.

In a very unusual set of circumstances that led up to a far

different process than had been expected, the four leaders of

both US Senate-House Armed Services Committee offered

language in an agreement on a portion of the 2014 National

Defense Appropriations Act (“NDAA”) that resolved the fate

of Johnson Valley.

Although there had been some initial discussions about a

proposed expansion in early 2008, the Department of the

Navy published a legal “Notice of Intent” to prepare an

Environmental Impact Statement on October 30, 2008.  This

set the stage for a legally defined process to move these dis-

cussions forward to a formal proposal.

Most of the motorized access groups formed a committee to

disseminate information and discuss ideas that were vital to

retaining Johnson Valley for public access.  This group hired

a professional presence in Washington DC who proved vital

to interests concerned about the process.  Some in this group

had retained an attorney to help guide them and represent

them in the legal process.

Since that date, all types of; businesses, individuals, and

groups participated in this process.  Most all had a common

goal of retaining public access to the 189,000 acre Johnson

Valley.  There were many administrative and political moves

made by both those for (USMC) and against the proposal.

When considering advocacy strategies, a complex evaluation

needs to be done to determine how proactive measures can be

taken to protect both our State Vehicular Recreation Areas

and motorized access throughout California.

CORVA saw the benefit of proactive planning some years

ago.  Our most recent example is working with the Attorney

General's office to intervene on the lawsuit filed against

Ocotillo Wells and State Parks by PEER.  Our attorney, Jesse

Barton, has successfully argued in court on other cases

against PEER, and has experience dealing with the anti-OHV

rhetoric alleged by anti-access groups.  To protect our history

and heritage of off-road recreation in Ocotillo Wells going

back more than 30 years, CORVA has intervened in a proac-

tive capacity, in cooperation with State Parks, in a manner to

crush their case before the lawsuit gets too much traction in

the court, rather than waiting to see what happens.  As a com-

munity we can't afford to wait.  We have to strike and strike

hard.
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Managing Director's Report
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Latest CORVA News
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CORVA won an important victory this past month.  Earlier

in 2013, Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility

(PEER) filed suit against California State Parks to stop cur-

rent operations at Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular Recreation

Area.  CORVA consulted with our attorney, Jesse Barton, and

at his recommendation filed for intervenor status in the

Superior Court of California.  CORVA's demurrer supported

State Parks and alleged to the court that the suit filed by

PEER had no legal viability and must be dismissed by the

court.  Judge Timothy Frawley ruled in favor of State Parks

and CORVA on December 12th, 2013 and upheld the right of

State Parks to continue operations at Ocotillo Wells SVRA in

the same manner enthusiasts around the state have enjoyed

for over 30 years. 

In a community that has seen so many attacks against off-

road recreation, CORVA is very pleased to share this victory

with all motorized enthusiasts in California.  Thanks to our

attorney and with the support of our members, CORVA is

dedicated to striking back and hitting hard when off-road

recreation is attacked.  Court procedures allow PEER to

refile their complaint within 20 days if they find additional

arguments to be considered, and should that occur CORVA

and our attorney stand ready to file another court action to

ensure this suit is permanently stopped.  We ask for every-

one's support to continue our proactive strategies by joining

us at www.corva.org and donating to our legal fund.

For over 40 years CORVA has been dedicated to keeping

public land open by advocating of off-road access, educating

off-road enthusiasts, and representing off-road interests with

governmental agencies.  CORVA has worked tirelessly to

defend all types of off-road and off highway vehicular recre-

ation including the initiation of many legal efforts aimed at

protecting the rights of off-roaders to access and enjoy the

deserts, mountains, and coasts of California.

You can always make a donation to help keep us there, 

"On the ground and running!"  Thank you for your support.
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CORVA agrees that an OHV park in LA County is needed

and is viable.  LA County's proposed OHV park in the

Littlerock area needs our help.  There are a few protesters in

the adjacent, but separated area that do not support the park.

Unfortunately the few, less than 10 people, are vocal and have

generated approximately 100 protest letters to the County

Supervisors.  We need all CORVA members who live in LA

County, to send letters of support to the LA Board of

Supervisors in support of this proposed OHV opportunity in

LA County, to counter the opposition.  A simple letter saying

that you support the Littlerock OHV Park is all that is need-

ed.  Letters can be sent in care of Robert Ettleman at: 

rettleman@parks.lacounty,gov.

Los Angeles County Residents Your Help Is Needed

CORVA’s efforts paid off in defense of Ocotillo Wells,

and Off-Roaders will have continued access.



Off-Roaders In Action, January 2014Off-Roaders In Action, January 2014 Page 3

WHAT IS CORVA?
The California Off-Road Vehicle

Association (CORVA) is a varied group

of outdoor recreationalists who are

extremely active in promoting the posi-

tive aspects of vehicular access on pub-

lic lands and protecting that right.

The group is composed of the owners

of “Green Sticker” vehicles such as

ATV’s, motorcycles, 3-wheelers, trail

bikes, and dune buggies, as well as

“street legal” 4x4 vehicles, dual sport

motorcycles, baja and desert racers,

and snowmobiles.

We work with land managers for

responsible off-highway vehicular

access and recreation opportunities.

Secondarily, we educate our member-

ship on the constantly changing rules

and regulations and promote conserva-

tion, clean-up and trail maintenance

projects.

We participate in lobbying activities in

both Sacramento and Washington DC.

We work closely with the State

Department of Parks and Recreation

providing input to the Off-Highway

Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR)

program from the users’ standpoint.

We provide a valuable resource to land

managers in the form of dedicated

OHV and OSV enthusiasts who believe

in using our public lands responsibly.

We are active at all levels of the land

management public process with both

the BLM and USFS as well as at the

county and local levels.  We do this by

commenting on many environmental

documents on issues that affect us.

We coordinate with other multiple use

organizations such as snowmobiles to

horse enthusiasts to protect multiple

use rights that we both share.  Only

together can we fight the extremists.

We are:

“Dedicated to protecting our

lands for the people, not from

the people.”
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First of all, thank you for your thoughts and prayers on the

loss of my father.  I apologize for not having an article in the

last ORIA, but the timing and the things that needed to be

done in Montana did not lend themselves to writing an arti-

cle.  I'd also like to offer my heartfelt sympathies to the fam-

ilies of the members who passed last year.  CORVA is a fami-

ly and we feel your loss.

Late Breaking News

Johnson Valley: Is the glass half full or half empty?  The

Marines have concluded their quest to expand into the

Johnson Valley OHV Area.  Congress has acted to give the

Marines 78,993 acres as exclusive military use, closed to pub-

lic entry, set aside 53,231 acres as shared use and designate

43,431 as the Johnson Valley Off Highway Vehicle Area.  The

Marines will control the shared area during their maneuvers

and the BLM will manage the shared land during the rest of

the year.  The Hammers are mostly within the shared area

with the high speed race course of KOH and Courses A and B

of motorcycle and truck racing mostly in the exclusive mili-

tary use area.  Aside from changes to recreational use of

Johnson Valley, the biggest impact of the expansion will be on

the residents and businesses in the Johnson Valley area with

the addition of year round military action in the exclusive use

area, now only a few miles away.  I encourage everyone to

continue to enjoy the recreational opportunities that Johnson

Valley affords and to support the businesses in the surround-

ing communities.

Ocotillo Wells: The judge ruled in favor of the State, and

CORVA, as an intervener, in the lawsuit brought against State

Parks, by PEER, et al.  The judge did allow the plaintiffs 20

days from the ruling on December 12, to amend their writ.

Should that happen CORVA will continue with our legal chal-

lenge.

The proposed OHV park in Littlerock continues to gain

momentum.  There was a good discussion at the Desert

Advisory Council meeting about encouraging Los Angeles

County to move ahead with the project.  Additionally, there is

a possibility that the footprint of the proposed park could be

expanded into an area of adjacent land managed by the BLM,

should the park plan reach fruition.

There has been quite a bit of discussion about the Off

Highway Division of State Parks proposed East Kern (Onyx

Ranch) acquisition.  The property is in the Jawbone, Dove

Springs area and is intermixed with land managed by the

BLM.  This checker-boarding creates a challenge to how all of

the land will be managed in the future.  The land that the Off

Highway Division has been authorized to acquire from the

private owner will be a State Vehicular Recreation Area

(SVRA).  The details of how the land, including that current-

ly managed by the BLM, will be managed, and where, when,

and how activities will be allowed will be detailed in the man-

agement plan, which will be the next step after the purchase

is finalized.  CORVA supports the acquisition of this private

land for public use, and we, as well as other recreationalists

need to be involved in the planning process to ensure the best

possible outcome.

The Family Fun Day event is scheduled for March 15th at

the new group camp on Gold Hill Road in Hungry Valley.

During permitted events, this is an exclusive use area with

built in BBQ's, tables, an amphitheater and ramadas.  It is

located about 3 miles north of Aliklik, (our traditional area)

and it can be reached from Smokey Bear Road (gravel) on the

South or Gorman Road (paved) on the North.

Please join us this month in Ocotillo Wells for the

Truckhaven Challenge on January 11th.  Come for a day or

for the weekend.  I hope to see you there!

2014 will see new opportunities and new challenges; nothing

is static in the off road world.  CORVA will continue to sup-

port public lands for public use by whatever means neces-

sary:  legal, legislative, on dirt, and off.  We will be involved

and active and we hope that you will join with us to ensure

our mission is accomplished. 

As always, I encourage you to follow our website and our

Facebook page for the latest updates, there's always some-

thing new happening.  If you want to have CORVA board

members speak to your group or attend your event, please let

me know.

Thank you all. CORVA appreciates your support, your

activism, your enthusiasm and your friendship.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Harry Baker

Help CORVA Fight For You!

Donate on Page 8.
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Tahoe National Forest Travel Management 

Lawsuit Goes to Court

A consortium of off-highway vehicle users recently lost a fed-

eral lawsuit that sought to overturn the Tahoe National Forest

Travel Management Plan. The plaintiffs plan an appeal.

Johnson Valley

OHV recreation in Johnson Valley received a setback when

the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee report-

ed out legislation that embraced the Marine Corps preferred

approach (Alternative 6) for expanding into the Johnson

Valley Recreation Area in California.

Southern California Forest Plan Amendment

Released, Decision to Follow

Forest Service officials today announced the release of the

Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)

for a Proposed Amendment to the Land Management Plans

for the four Southern California national forests (the Angeles,

Cleveland, Los Padres, and San Bernardino).

Ocotillo Wells

Court hearing on the case brought by PEER and the Desert

Protection Council against the SVRA is set for December 13.

CORVA has filed as an intervener in the case.

Carnegie General Plan

Carnegie General Plan comment period ends December 13.

The General Plan includes the concept design for the Tesla

addition.

California OHV Grants Program

2013/2014 Grants Program Workshops Scheduled for

January 2014.

Secretary Jewell Indicates There 

Will Be More National Monuments

Secretary Jewell calls on Congress to protect and support

nation’s lands and waters; Issues first Secretarial Order to

establish Department-wide mitigation strategy to ensure effi-

ciency, consistency, conservation in infrastructure develop-

ment. “We owe it to future generations to act, and President

Obama is ready and willing to step up where Congress falls

short.”

Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act

(FLREA) Extended until December 8, 2015. 

FLREA provides federal land agencies with the legal author-

ity to collect entrance/user fees at various federal public

lands. When the Congress passed the continuing resolution to

reopen the federal government, a provision was included that

extended the statutory authority for FLREA until December

8, 2015.

Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Update

Our best guess is that Congress will pass a simple one-year

extension of the existing transportation authorization moving

the expiration date to December, 2015 rather than the current

date of December, 2014. This additional one year window will

allow for more time to explore alternative funding sources.

Los Padres National Forest Wildness Bill Taking Shape

The California Wilderness Coalition has announced plans to

push for a major wilderness expansion in the Los Padres

National Forest. Congresswoman Lois Capps is considering

elements of  Senator Gallegy’s wilderness bill as well as  Wild

and Scenic Rivers proposals. Designated routes of travel

would remain open.

Feds Propose Listing Sage Grouse Sub-Population

as Threatened, Angering Energy Developers

Federal wildlife officials on Friday proposed to list as threat-

ened populations of greater sage grouse in Nevada and

California in an effort to save the struggling species, a deci-

sion that promises to pose new challenges for ranching and

energy development in the West.

Parks Forward Initiative Continues Public

Workshops in Southern California, Invites Public

to Participate in Effort to Improve State Parks

The Parks Forward Initiative and the California State Parks

and Recreation Commission continues public workshops

statewide in October to gather new ideas on how to improve

efficiency, create financial sustainability, and better leverage

partnerships within California State Parks.

Land Use: Summary

WHEN DOES YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Look on your mailing label to find out.

CORVA Land Use Resources and Public Policy Report
By Bruce Whitcher, CORVA VP of Land Resources and Public Policy

(Cont. next page)



Tahoe National Forest 

Travel Management Lawsuit

A consortium of off-highway vehicle users recently lost a fed-

eral lawsuit that sought to overturn a Tahoe National Forest

plan that limits off-road use in the forest.

On November 22nd, Judge John A. Mendez of the U.S.

District Court for the Eastern District of California delivered

a lengthy oral ruling, siding with the U.S. Department of

Agriculture, which oversees the forest service, and denying

Friends of Tahoe Forest Access in its attempt to preserve and

expand access for off-highway vehicles.

The case was monitored closely by both off-road four-wheel

drive enthusiasts and environmentalists who believe the

recreational activity should be curbed in the interest of pro-

tecting the ecological integrity of the forest.

The Wilderness Society, the Mother Lode Chapter of the

Sierra Club and other environmental groups joined the law-

suit as an intervenor and argued through their attorney, Greg

Loarie, that there is no way to adequately protect a forest

while allowing motor vehicles to travel all over the forest

without restriction.

The Pacific Legal Foundation filed suit in July 2012, claim-

ing the forest service engaged in a “draconian denial of pub-

lic lands access” that entailed what it believed was the unnec-

essary closure of more than 800 miles of roads and trails that

have been used for decades.

“We [filed] this lawsuit to stop the U.S. Forest Service

from illegally padlocking vast areas of the Tahoe National

Forest and blocking the public from enjoying responsible

recreational use of public lands,” said PLF attorney Brandon

M. Middleton.

Middleton and the plaintiffs said the procedure by which

Tahoe forest officials arrived at their designation was flawed

and lacked transparency.  Apparently, Mendez disagreed.

Those close to the case anticipate an appeal will be filed

imminently.  Many of the people who comprise Friends of

Tahoe Forest Access are from Nevada County, which harbors

a strong community of four-wheel enthusiasts.  David C.

Wood, of Chicago Park, said via the Pacific Legal Foundation

website that the forest service is robbing many residents of

the freedom and choice to pursue their recreational activities.

“We’re just a bunch of volunteers and recreationists who

love the outdoors and feel blessed to be able to get out there

and visit in an environmentally responsible way, but now that

is being denied,” he said.

“We volunteer hundreds of hours yearly to clear trails so

that all who follow us can enjoy them.”

FLREA
From ARRA newsletter

The Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA)

was set to expire on December 8, 2014.  In anticipation of that

expiration, discussions occurred in the relevant committees in

the House and the Senate about the need to reform the

program.  FLREA provides federal land agencies with the

legal authority to collect entrance/user fees at various federal

public lands.  When the Congress passed the continuing

resolution to reopen the federal government, a provision was

included that extended the statutory authority for FLREA

until December 8, 2015.  The ostensible purpose of this

extension is to provide Congress with more time to reform the

program.

We are pleased that FLREA was extended for another year.

ARRA has long supported this program because we feel that

reasonable fees collected for the use of recreational areas is

appropriate so long as the revenue collected goes towards

managing the very areas where the fees are collected.  Had the

program been allowed to expire, undoubtedly many recre-

ational areas would have been closed.  With all of the other

financial pressures on the federal land agencies, FLREA is

needed more than ever.

This is not to say that the program shouldn’t be reformed,

because it does need to be updated.  Having until December,

2015 to complete that task allows for all of us to engage in a

more meaningful set of discussions as to the best way to make

this program even more effective.

Off-Roaders In Action, January 2014Off-Roaders In Action, January 2014 Page 7
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Land Use: Full Report
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SoCal Forests Release Final

Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Statement for Land Management

Plan Amendment

Forest Service officials recently announced the release of the

Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)

for a Proposed Amendment to the Land Management Plans

for the four Southern California national forests (the Angeles,

Cleveland, Los Padres, and San Bernardino).  Although the

Plan Amendment would rezone over 300,000 acres of the Los

Padres National Forest as Back County Non Motorized

(BCNM).  Over 92% of Forest Lands would be zoned either

non-motorized or recommended wilderness, up from 40%.

No currently legal motorized routes would be closed.  The

Angeles and Cleveland NF have approximately 40,000 areas

of recommended wilderness.

Alternative 2a - The Preferred Alternative 

Alternative 2a includes the design criteria and features of

Alternative 2, with the following modifications to the land use

zones:

• The proposed BCNM land use zone was reduced slightly in

the Black Mountain IRA to accommodate the Quail Trail

relocation.

• The proposed RW land use zone for the Salt Creek and Fish

Canyon IRAs was expanded to include two adjacent unde-

veloped areas along the abandoned “oil well” road and the

Sawtooth/Warm Springs Mountain Road. Also, Forest

Service non-motorized trails zoned as BCNM corridors

were added back into RW. 

• The proposed RW land use zone for Raywood Flat IRA

(San Bernardino NF) was expanded to include the area

around the South Fork of the Whitewater River while leav-

ing a corridor of BCMUR along road 2S01.

• The proposed RW land use zone along the Cleveland NF

Upper San Diego River Undeveloped Area was adjusted to

provide a more manageable boundary. 

• The proposed RW land use zone for the Cedar Creek

Undeveloped Area was expanded to the east (up to the

boundary of the Inaja Reservation).  The land use zone

allocation around the Cedar Creek Road was left as BC. 

• The proposed RW land use zone adjacent to the Eagle Peak

IRA was reduced slightly to accommodate future trail head

development to the Three Sisters area. 

• The land use zone for the King Creek Research Natural

Area in the Sill Hill IRA was changed to RW. 

These modifications are very focused and developed in

response to comments on the Draft SEIS and to new informa-

tion.  All other aspects of Alternative 2a are the same as

Alternative 2.  The preferred monitoring alternative for all

four southern California national forests is Alternative B.

This Proposed Amendment to the Land Management Plan is

part of the Settlement Agreement approved January 3, 2011,

in the case of California Resources Agency, et al vs. United

States Department of Agriculture, and Center for Biological

Diversity, et al vs. United States Department of Agriculture.

The Final SEIS is not a decision document, and is not subject

to public comment.  Although the document identifies an

agency preferred alternative, the Forest Supervisors may

select any of the alternatives considered in the analysis.

The next step for the proposed plan amendments is the pre-

decisional objection process.  The objection process gives an

individual or entity an opportunity for an independent Forest

Service review and resolution of issues before the approval of

the plan, plan amendment, or plan revision.  The objection

period will open in early 2014.

The 60 day objection process starts with the release of a

Draft Record of Decision (ROD) for each forest plan.

Because the objection process will begin early next year,

objections received prior to the publication of the legal notice

for the Draft ROD will not be accepted. (Cont. next page)

CORVA NEEDS YOUR HELP! I AM DONATING TO:
Here are the main projects that CORVA is
involved with at this time.  Please cut this
form out and mail with your donation to:

CORVA
1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352   

Sacramento, CA 95833-1945

Name _______________________

Address ______________________

City _________________________ 

State / Zip ___________________  

Legal Fund                              $ ______
Sierra Pro Access Group $ ______
Lawsuit against Forest Service         $ ______
Reopening of Clear Creek Area $ ______
Funding the CA Desert Legal Bills  $ ______
Ocotillo Wells Lawsuit $ ______
Funding work at: _____________ $ ______
Other Area: __________________ $ ______
General Fund  (non specific) $ ______

TOTAL   $ ______

Please make checks payable to CORVA
(Donations are not deductible as charitable contributions)

Contribute to the ORIA! Submit a

letter to the editor to voice your opinion. 



California OHV Grant 

Workshops Scheduled

It’s that time again – time to prepare for the 2013/14 Grants

and Cooperative Agreements Program grant cycle.

Workshops for the upcoming grant cycle are scheduled for

the week of January 13, 2014.

The two-day workshop, one held in Southern California and

one held in Northern California, will be two full-day sessions.

Please download the agenda from the OHV Grants web site

for information on the workshops.

Applicants may attend one or both days of the Grants

Program workshop. Although attendance is not required to

participate in the Grants Program, the OHMVR Division

encourages applicants to attend, as the workshop provides

valuable information.

The schedule for the workshops is as follows:

SOUTH

Date: Monday, January 13, 2014

Tuesday, January 14, 2014

Where: Doubletree Inn

222 North Vineyard Avenue

Ontario, CA 91764-4431

(909) 937-0900

NORTH

Date: Thursday, January 16, 2014

Friday, January 17, 2014

Where: Lions Gate Hotel

3410 Westover Street

North Highlands, CA 95652

(800) 258-5651

Recreational Trails Program (RTP)

We have been quietly doing a series of meetings on Capitol

Hill to gauge congressional sentiment towards the

Recreational Trails Program.  We do not want a repeat of the

last go around when we were blindsided by the Senate

Environment and Public Works Committee’s decision not to

reauthorize the program and had an uphill battle to preserve

the program.

The good news is that we are finding strong support in the

House and the Senate among Democrats and Republicans

alike that this program deserves reauthorization in the next

transportation bill.  We are encouraged by this show of early

support.  The wild card issue is the funding mechanism for

the next transportation bill.  The current method of funding

transportation programs through federal excise taxes on gas

and diesel fuel no longer raises sufficient revenue to cover

infrastructure costs.  Since 2008, the Congress has had to

transfer more than $41 billion from the General Treasury

Fund to the Highway Trust Fund in order to cover the coun-

try’s infrastructure needs.  At some point in time, Congress

will have to either raise the tax rates on fuel or seek another

revenue source because this funding shortfall cannot go

unabated.  Any mechanism outside of the excise tax regime

will have a bearing on how RTP is financed in the future. 

Our best guess (yes, we do guess at times) is that Congress

will pass a simple one-year extension of the existing trans-

portation authorization moving the expiration date to

December, 2015 rather than the current date of December,

2014.  This additional one year window will allow for more

time to explore alternative funding sources.  Our challenge is

to make sure that strong congressional support for preserving

the Recreational Trails Program continues at the same time

Congress grapples with the overriding issue on how to pay for

an aging transportation infrastructure system. 

Obviously, this will be an issue on which you will be hearing

more from us in the coming months and maybe years.  In the

meantime, we want you to know that we are actively engaged

on this issue.

New Los Padres Wilderness?
Proposed Wilderness Areas and Wild and Scenic Rivers of the

24th & 26th Congressional Districts 

A map of the proposed wilderness expansion is available on

the California Wilderness Coalition website and may be

found at:  www.calwild.org/wilderness_maps.

The proposal, made by the California Wildenress Coalition,

includes the Black Mountain PWA, (Proposed Wilderness

Area), Machesna Mountain PWAs, Santa Lucia Wilderness

PWAs, Garcia Wilderness PWA’s, Carrizo Plain National

Monument PWA’s Wind Wolves Preserve, and San Rafael

PWAs.  Piru Creek Wild and Scenic River, Salinas River

WSR, Chumash PWAs, Dick Smith PWAs, Condor Ridge

PSA, Matilija PWAs.

In 2011, a court ordered review of National Forest lands in

the four Southern California National Forests by the Forest

Service found no lands on the Los Padres were capable, avail-

able, or suitable for wilderness.

CORVA is carefully studying this new and extensive wilder-

ness proposal.
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SIMI VALLEY HONDA CANAM

4346 E LOS ANGELES AVE

SIMI VALLEY CA 93063-2937

805-526-4122

www.simivalleyhondaseadoo.com



In July of 2012, Kim Carpenter attended a public forum

of two candidates vying for the newly created Congressional

District 8.  Just prior to the forum between the top two vote

getters in the primary, Ms. Carpenter approached candidate

Cook and asked some point blank questions about his stance

on the Johnson Valley issue.  From this very initial discussion

was a stage set of forming a strong relationship with the per-

son who was eventually elected: Paul Cook.

Perhaps the pivotal moment was when Kim worked with a

past president of CORVA (Steve Kuehl), who brought his

experience and a concept of a tour of Johnson Valley with the

newly elected congressman in December of 2012.  A similar

concept of a tour worked very well in the day when then

Senator Pete Wilson was given a tour of the then East Mojave

Scenic Area, and the tour sealed his opposition to Senator

Alan Cranston’s Desert Protection Act.

This tour set the wheels in motion for the newly elected con-

gressman to introduce a legislative proposal that was a com-

promise between what the USMC desired while retaining the

safety and continued access of those who visit Johnson Valley.

Cook’s proposal sailed through two house committees and

on the floor of the House in a bi-partisan manner.  The pro-

posal was rather simple:  keep public access to Johnson Valley

for 10 months out of the year, and allow the USMC to train in

the area for the two months out of the year they required for

their mission.

Although the House voted to pass in its NDAA, the US

Senate had its own version that was reported to it by the

Senate Armed Services Committee in June of 2013.  This

version did not contain any language about fate of Johnson

Valley.

During the summer the motorized recreation group met

many times and attempted to shepherd information to key

decision makers and worked closely with Cook’s staff to pro-

vide support for whatever the Congressman needed to move

his legislation towards becoming the law of the land.

November became the “crunch time” for the Cook proposal.

The USMC had been working overtime to lobby the US

Senate that their expansion proposal was the only acceptable

legislation to conduct their mission.  This proposal would

have essentially wipe Johnson Valley off the map for public

access.

Instead of a normal Senate version of the NDAA and a House

version of the same being voted upon by both legislative par-

ties, a somewhat unusual process was undertaken by the lead-

ership of both Armed Services Committees to by-pass the

normal rules (utilizing a Conference Committee to settle dif-

ferences in the versions), creating a group that would make

the decision with just four members.

Although the motorized recreation groups met sporadi-

cally during November (not in the weekly manner that was

essentially followed for 2013), there were efforts afoot by a

select few in the group who had their own agenda, to work

with Cook as it became clear the normal process of moving

legislation would be impossible in late November, all due to

the change in Senate rules regarding the use of a filibuster.

Cook was put into the awful position of having to scramble

to save what he could from his bill due to the fact that 3 of the

4 members deciding the final NDAA were supporting the

USMC proposal that was passed by the Senate Natural

Resources Committee in a rushed manner and was in the

process of being inserted into the Senate version of the

NDAA.

In the end, the House/Senate agreement provided for a per-

manent loss of 87,697acres of public lands to the USMC;

53,231 acres of “shared use” (USMC for 60 days, and the bal-

ance for public use); and a 43,231 acre area now known as the

Johnson Valley Off-Highway Vehicle Recreation Area.

Although all in the motorized recreation group were grateful

for what Cook was able to broker for the public who visits

Johnson Valley, there was still a feeling of disappointment

that the true compromise (Cook’s proposal) was not adopted

by the House/Senate Armed Services Committee members

who made the final decision.

While the public can be comforted that Congressman Cook

did the very best he could for public access and safety, they

still lost a great deal in the end.

Perhaps who lost the most are the businesses and the resi-

dents from Lucerne Valley to Yucca Valley.  Their lives will

forever impacted by the decision of two from the House of

Representatives and two from the US Senate.

Some in the ”leadership” group mentioned above want to

count this result as a “win”, while other members of this

group disagree.  Perhaps a post on Facebook summarized the

opposing view best:

“…a win is when you begin GAINING ground again.  Until

then, you are still losing, just at a different rate.”

The public owes a debt of gratitude to Congressman Paul

Cook and his staff.  They, again, did the very best job they

could have done to retain some access to Johnson Valley.  The

Congressman had the courage to take on the very institution

he served for 26 plus years, the USMC.  Cook fought for the

public and its access to public lands instead of taking the easy

approach of rolling over for the USMC.

Paul Cook is an honorable man who did the job he was elect-

ed to do:  represent the Congressional district and the views

the people he serves in the same.

For his efforts, Paul Cook deserves a salute from each of us.
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Congressman Cook, Johnson Valley (Cont. from pg 1)
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We are also filing suit against the Forest Service, with our

partners Butte County and Plumas County, and Sierra Access

Coalition, who has spearheaded this campaign from the start.

The lawsuit asks the court to stand up for the rights of local

communities by ruling that federal agencies must coordinate

with local governments and and consider their general plans

when engaging in land use planning.  Rural communities

have always supported off-road recreation and motorized

access, and standing up with them in court brings in new

strength to our land use battle.

This has rarely been done before; having the counties stand

beside us gives us another component to our cause.  This case

will be filed within 2 to 3 months.

The issues facing us in California are different than in many

other states because of the predominance of environmental

emphasis in politics and the media and the erroneous assump-

tion that OHV recreation harms our land in a manner that

can't be managed and/or mitigated, which is patently untrue.

Because off-road groups have promoted and employed the

same tactics to fight these allegations for years with limited

success, we saw the need for reevaluation.  Einstein defined

insanity as (paraphrasing) doing the same thing over and

over again and expecting different results.  CORVA, as off-

road advocates, determined that we have to grow and change

our tactics by embodying more offensive strategies.

Off-road enthusiasts do not vote in the same way; rather

they are free-thinking individuals.  We have off-road enthusi-

asts that are Republican, Democrat, Libertarian

and everything in between.  But it's not the differ-

ences that define us, it's the similarities.  All

Californians deserve and should be guaranteed

the right to pursue activities that we enjoy,

whether or not anyone else agrees, because to do

otherwise is to exhibit a form of discrimination

and negative labeling against individuals who

enjoy motorized recreation.

Since no one in state or federal government

wants to be branded as siding with elements that

are promoting discriminatory actions, we have

the ability to push for OHV access by enumerat-

ing the benefits of the sports we love.  Off-road

enthusiasts skew younger and more demographi-

cally diverse than many other forms of recreation,

and all politicians want to be associated with

demographic diversity and younger voters.

So quietly, and with a concerted effort, CORVA has been

redefining motorized recreation to politicians who may not

have supported us in the past in a manner they haven't con-

sidered before, showing them how working with us and

appealing to motorized recreation enthusiasts can bring them

demographics and voters that are important to them.  And it's

working, slowly and strategically.

It's also important to understand that we have to work with

all politicians with respect, regardless of political affiliation.

For the good and future of OHV recreation, personal political

alliances or beliefs are irrelevant; it's all about changing the

perception of off-road for all politicians.

Try to remember that what you're hearing from media

regarding OHV recreation is just noise, plain and simple, and

oftentimes includes inaccurate statements.  The way to fight

back is to make sure people in power, those making decisions,

know these allegations that are a lot of noise and lies.  We

have to paint anti-access groups as the irrational party and

take the attention away from the form of recreation in ques-

tion.  We must redirect the attention onto anti-access groups’

irrational behaviour and discriminatory actions that hurt

children and families who enjoy motorized recreation.

CORVA is an organization that specializes in California, pre-

serving, enhancing, and growing OHV recreation for future

generations.  We know California politics in and out, so we're

redefining off-road recreation as an environmentally sustain-

able form of recreation that enhances rural communities,

brings young people out into nature, is physically and mental-

ly challenging, but also allows older and disabled people

access to enjoy the outdoors as well.  It's actually a miracle;

an amazing, wonderful form of recreation for the entire pop-

ulation!  After that, anti-access groups citing erroneous alle-

gations look small and inconsequential when arguing in

public.

CORVA NEEDS SUPPORT.  We need money to continue

with the attorneys we use (who are off-roaders too), and we

need millions of Californians as members.  When CORVA

wins California using a concise and cogent redefining of OHV,

then we will go out and win the nation!

That's how we succeed.  That's how we achieve our goals.

Proactive Advocacy (Continued from page 1)



Cal Sierra ATV Club is based in Sacramento, but has mem-

bers who travel throughout California enjoying the myriad

off-road opportunities the state has to offer.  Because of this,

the club and its members have an important perspective on

the need to protect access to all areas around the state that

specialize in providing OHV enthusiasts and their families

safe and well managed areas to enjoy.

When Cal Sierra ATV Club heard about the California Off-

Road Vehicle Association's decision to intervene early in the

legal process, the club contacted CORVA eager to help with

the legal opposition.  The lawsuit filed by Public Employees

for Environmental Responsibility against Ocotillo Wells State

Vehicular Recreation Area threatened to curtail OHV activi-

ty enjoyed by enthusiasts for over 30 years.  Because this law-

suit represented an unwarranted attack against off-road

recreation, members of Cal Sierra ATV Club immediately

stepped forward to make a significant contribution to

CORVA's legal fund. 

Thanks to the contribution of Cal Sierra ATV Club, CORVA

was able to engage the best legal representation, culminating

in a win for off-road enthusiasts when the judge dismissed the

allegations against Ocotillo Wells SVRA.  Cal Sierra ATV

Club members and off-road enthusiasts around the state are

now able to continue visiting Ocotillo Wells SVRA and enjoy-

ing safe and well managed off-road recreation. 

In response to Managing Director, Amy Granat’s article,

“Fighting the Good Fight”:

Dear Amy,

I just read the ORIA article "Fighting the Good Fight", and

it's beautiful.  I could tell we are kindred spirits, but why not,

since we are all members of CORVA! 

A little background on myself:  I bought my first 4WD when

I was 22, but I have been 4-wheeling with my two uncles since

I was a teenager.  They were both members of the "Hill

Toppers Jeep Club", Bill Miller, and Ken Bales.

I also spent 4 years in the U.S. Marine Corps.  In my thirties,

I stared running, and have done over 70 marathons.  I was

also a hiker and a mountain climber.  In my mid forties, I even

joined the dreaded Sierra Club, and took their Wilderness

Travel Course.  In my early fifties, I developed arthritis in

both knees, that ended my running career.  While I still

climbed a few more mountains, even that came to an end in

2010. 

On my 60th birthday I bought myself a Honda 250 dirt bike

for riding dirt trails in the desert.  Still have my 1991 Jeep

Cherokee, and my 4WD Dodge Ram pickup, but I am no

longer a Sierra Club member after we departed ways in 2000. 

I completely agree with you concerning access to our back

country for people like us, who can no longer hike.  These

environmentalists who want to close off former areas that

were roaded either by logging or mining are elitists that think

the only way a person can enjoy the back country is to walk

there.  It may be true there are trails that should be open to

hiking only, but I think it is unnecessary to close roads and

trails that were historically used for things other than hiking. 

As you noted, there are many disabled people who have no

way of enjoying the back country without motorized trans-

port to get them there.  I was wondering why can't we use the

"Americans With Disabilities Act" to help achieve our goals.

It seems to me this act is used many times to force small busi-

nesses to change their ways, so why not use it to force the envi-

ronmentalists, and the Forest Service to back off?  I think this

could be a winner.

Once more, great article.

Sincerely,

John Hunter 

CORVA Member, Friends of Ocotillo Wells Member, 

USMC Vietnam Tankers Association Member

Response from Amy Granat:

Thanks John, we always love to hear from our members, and

it's nice to know that as an organization, we are speaking for

all our members.  I would like you and everyone else to know

that we have included components of the Americans With

Disabilities Act and the Federal Rehabilitation Act in our law-

suit against the Plumas National Forest.  That lawsuit should

be filed in the first couple of months in 2014.

Sincerely,

Amy Granat
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Letter to the Editor

Cal Sierra ATV Club Makes Significant 

Contribution to CORVA Legal Success
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MEMBER DONATIONS

To donate to help CORVA protect access to public

lands, please see the ad at the bottom of  page 8.

Thank You

WILLIAM B. JAMESON

SCOTT & CATHY FRAZIER

WEST COAST 4 WHEEL DR CLUB: 

DAVE & JUDY SWANSON

STEPHAN REGENFUSS

DAVID & KAREN MONTGOMERY

ERIC SCOTT

OCOTILLO WELLS

CAL SIERRA ATV CLUB

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$10.00

$20.00

$30.00

$1,000.00

JONATHON HEATH

EUGENE LANE

JOHN BEATY

GENE RIGGS

ROBERT MAGANA

DIANNE RUSSELL

IN MEMORY OF JIM WHITAKER

INNOVATIVE HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

$50.00

$25.00

$20.00

$40.00

$30.00

$25.00

$50.00

GENERAL FUND LEGAL FUND

HOWARD BUSWELL JR.

TIM & DIANE BAER

JOHN BEATY

DARYL & ERIKA BENDER

DON & BETHEL BILLESBACH

JEROME BLUNCK

MIKE & CHRISTINA BOURDON

JOHN & JUDY BREYLINGER

JOE BUSSING

JEREMY CARPENTER

RICHARD & KRISTEN CARTER

JOHN & WENDY CARY

BILL & JOYCE CAVAN

KEN & DEBBIE CAVERHILL

RALPH CHADWICK

MICHAEL & MARCELLA CLARKE

PHIL & JED CUNNINGHAM

DIRK & PEARL EDMUNDSON

SONNY ERICKSON

SCOTT & KATHY EVANS

RIC FREYMOND

GARY & KATIE HAILEY

GREG & ALMA HESS

JOE & RENEE HOCK

RICHARD & VICKIE HUNT

JASON & SYLVIA IANNUCCI

LYNDOL & MARY JAMES

JOYCE THOMPSON & 

JEREMY DUNN

BOB BOLTNER JUDY HIVELY

BILL & ELAINE KERT

PAUL & JEANNINE KINNEY

ALEX KNUDSEN

JUSTIN & SHANNON KULIKOV

DUWAYNE LARSON

TONY LICATA

KEITH & TERESA LYON

ROBERT MAGANA

GARY & CAROL MARTIN

GUS MEYNER

ROBERT MILLER

WILLIAM MODIC

RANDAL MOSS

ESTEBAN & MAYRA CUELLAR

MICHAEL HUNT

MATTHEW KOK

DAVID & KAREN MONTGOMERY

CHAD & JOANNA OELLIEN

STEPHAN REGENFUSS

BRIAN TRENTHAM

RUSS MUKAI

BROUGHTON OKEEFE

WILLIAM MADEWELL & 

PAM WHEELER

TONY & DEBBIE PELLEGRINO

JOE & ORIT PICKER

JERRY & JULIE REFFNER

LEONARD & BARBARA RENICK

JEFF & CAROL SANDERS

STEVE & JUDI SANTA

DAMIAN & JEFF SMITH

WILL SMYTH

OLE & SHERRY STORTROEN

MIKE & LORI SULLIVAN

NORM & PAT TAYLOR

KRIS & TINA THOLKE

GRANTLEY & RUBY VAUGHN

TORY & JANELLE VISO

JIM WEAVER

MIKE & LAURA WHITTINGTON

RICHARD & CORKEY WOHLERS

WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

WELCOME BACK OLD MEMBERS

WEBSITE UPDATE FUND

BEAR VALLEY 4X4 CLUB $500.00

CORVA wishes to express appreciation for a

$100.00 donation by Innovative Housing Opportunities

made in the memory of Jim Whitaker.  Jim had a passion

for responsible off-road riding in the California desert,

and in appreciation of the work CORVA is doing keeping

the desert open to off-road recreation, Jim's family asked

for donations to CORVA.  CORVA expresses our sincere

condolences to Jim's family and friends.
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CORVA BUSINESS AFFILIATES
LONE WOLF COLONY

23200 BEAR VALLEY RD  APPLE VALLEY CA 92308-7431

760-247-7878   www.lonewolfcolony.org

MALCOLM SMITH MOTORSPORTS

7599 INDIANA AVE  RIVERSIDE CA 92504-4145

951-687-1300   www.malcolmsmith.com

MC KENZIES PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
807 E ORANGETHORPE AVE STE A ANAHEIM, CA 92801
888-426-7491   www.mckenzies.com

MOUNTAIN OFF ROAD ENTERPRISES

685 HWY 92, DELTA, CO 81416 

877-533-7229   www.mountainoffroad.com

MOTOCROSS GIANT

7801 CANOGA AVE CANOGA PARK CA 91304

866-924-4268   www.motocrossgiant.com

MOTOMART AT CARNEGIE

18600 W CORRAL HOLLOW RD, TRACY, CA 95377 

925-455-1318   www.motomartatcarnegie.com

PCI RACE RADIOS, INC.

2888 GUNDRY AVE, SIGNAL HILL, CALIFORNIA 90755

800-869-5636   www.pciraceradios.com

POISON SPYDER CUSTOMS, INC.

1143 W. LINCOLN ST., #20 BANNING, CA 92220

951-849-5911   www.poisonspyder.com

POWDER COATING PLUS

26140 AVENUE HALL  VALENCIA CA 91355-4808

661-295-0205   www.powdercoatingplus.com

REDLANDS CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

500 W. RELDANDS BLVD  REDLANDS CA 92373

909-793-2141   www.redlandschryslerjeepdodgeram.com

SIMI RV & OFF ROAD

1568 E LOS ANGELES AVE  SIMI VALLEY CA 93065-2018

805-522-1221   www.simi-rv.com

SIMI VALLEY HONDA CANAM

4346 E LOS ANGELES AVE  SIMI VALLEY CA 93063-2937

805-526-4122   www.simivalleyhondaseadoo.com

S-POD SERVICES

661-755-6549   www.4x4spod.com

STEWARDS OF THE SIERRA NATIONAL FOREST

P.O. BOX 601 NORTH FORK, CA 93643

www.sotsnf.org

STORM CONSTRUCTION, INC

31735 RIVERSIDE DR., C347, LAKE ELSINORE, CA 92530

(951) 245-8693

... PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE THAT SUPPORT YOU ...

ALL J PRODUCTS

41610 BROWNIE LANE, BIG BEAR LAKE, CA 92315

909-866-4800   http://www.boulderbars.com

AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION

www.amlands.org

ATVQUADSWAP.COM

BAKER CREW CONSULTING

916-365-6180   www.bakercrewconsulting.com

BAYLESS ENGINEERING & MANUFACTURING

26100 AVENUE HALL  VALENCIA CA 91355-4808

661-257-3373   www.baylessengineering.com

CAL COAST MOTORSPORTS

5455 WALKER ST. VENTURA, CA 93003

805-642-0900   www.calcoastmotorsports.com

CALIFORNIA HOUNDSMEN FOR CONSERVATION

www.californiahoundsmen.com

DIRTRADIOS.COM

DISTRICT 37 AMA DUAL SPORT

3550 FOOTHILL BLVD  LA CRESCENTA CA 91214-1828

626-350-2101   www.district37ama.org/dualsport

ESCARABAJO BUGGY CLUB

www.escarabajobuggyclub.com

ELECTRO TECH POWDER COATING

836A RANCHEROS DR  SAN MARCOS CA 92069-3009

760-746-0292   www.electrotechcoatings.com

FAULTLINE POWERSPORTS

351 SAN FELIPE ROAD, HOLLISTER CA 95023

831-637-8550   www.faultlinemc.com

FOX FACTORY RACING SHOX

10943 WHEATLANDS AVE STE B SANTEE CA 92071-2893

800-FOX-SHOX   www.foxracingshox.com

GENRIGHT OFF-ROAD PRODUCTS

4535 RUNWAY SIMI VALLEY CA  93063-3494

805-584-8635   www.genright.com

JIMCO ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION

26752 OAK AVE STE H  CANYON COUNTRY CA 91351

661-252-1227   www.jimcoelectric.com

J'S MAINTENANCE

3550 FOOTHILL BLVD  LA CRESCENTA CA 91214-1828

818-249-4023 www.jsmaintenance.com

LAZZARINO MACHINE WORKS

795 LEE RD, QUINCY  CA  95971

530-283-1905   www.lzmachine.com
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CUT OUT AND MAIL IN

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
FREE 90 DAY MEMBERSHIP           RENEWING MEMBERS    $30

NEW MEMBER       $30                    BUSINESS AFFILIATE     $365

LIFE MEMBER      $300             EXTRA LAND USE FUND  $ ______

NAME SPOUSE’S NAME

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE EMAIL
WHAT DO YOU RIDE? WHERE?
CLUB OR BUSINESS NAME 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CORVA
PLEASE USE OUR SECURE WEB SITE FOR ALL CREDIT CARD AND PAY PAL TRANSACTIONS

SEND TO:   CORVA TREASURER   -  1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352   Sacramento, CA 95833-1945

PLEASE ALLOW 4 - 6 WEEKS FOR PROCESSING

a a

a

a

a

a

ADVERTISE IN THE “OFF-ROADERS IN ACTION”
Advertising Rates

3mo 6mo 12mo
Full Page  (7 1/2” x 9 1/2”) $480 $870 $1,560

1/2 Page  (7 1/2” x 4 3/4”) $270 $480 $860

1/3 Page  (7 1/2” x 3 1/4”)  $195 $375 $625

1/4 Page  (3 3/4” x 4 3/4”) $165 $300 $540

Business Card (3 5/8” x 2”) $90 $162 $264

For more information please contact us at: 
800-42-CORVA

Or send an email to:  advertising@corva.org.

We need you to help CORVA make a difference.
Show your support and advertise in the newsletter.
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PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Glendale, CA

Permit No. 1353

Address Service Requested

_____________________________

January:
1/11 CORVA Truckhaven 

Challenge

1/18-19 San Diego 4 Wheelers 

16th Annual Superstition 

Run – El Centro

February:
2/2-10 King of the Hammers – 

Johnson Valley

2/28-3/2 TDS Desert Safari

March:
3/9-10 Lobby Days  - Sacramento

3/22 Family Fun Day – Hungry 

Valley

May:
5/17 CORVA Annual Meeting

On-Going Meetings

Friends of El Mirage (www.elmirage.org):  2nd Wednesday

Friends of Jawbone (www.jawbone.org):  3rd Wednesday

CORVA Board Conference Call:  4th Monday

Mail Distribution Address

1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352

Sacramento, CA 95833-1945

FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT THE CORVA WEB SITE 

WWW.CORVA.ORG

____________________________________________

CORVA CALENDAR


